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Editors’ letter
We’re delighted to congratulate Rushmere Country Park which has joined more than 2,000 green spaces
across the country receiving the international quality mark, the Green Flag Award, in a year when millions
have seen the value of having great quality green spaces on their doorstep. In mid-October as darkness fell,
Rushmere Country Park joined buildings and landmarks across the country, including the White Cliffs of
Dover, the London Stadium in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and Salford’s Media City, going green to
celebrate the Park’s Green Flag Award success. By lighting up the Fairy King they said a massive thank you
to the park’s staff, volunteers and the Green Flag Award Judges for this award.
Please, please, please everyone, take note of Barbara Wight’s message re the use of fireworks in the village
and the effect they can have on all animals and wildlife.
Keep safe and well,
Merryl & Carys

Contact: 07811 226728

info@copywritebusinessservices.co.uk

Newsletter Deadline
Don’t forget - if you have any items for the December issue of the Parish News, the deadline is
15 November.

Fireworks
To all those who are planning to celebrate Halloween or Bonfire Night (or any other occasion) with fireworks,
PLEASE be considerate of the community, and remember that dogs, horses, and other animals can be
seriously frightened by the noise and react in a way which can lead to terrible accidents. If possible, use
low-noise fireworks, and if possible let your neighbours know in advance, so they can take steps to help
protect their animals. Thank you.

Great Brickhill Parish Hall
The plans to extend and update the Parish Hall are very nearly completed. Despite the COVID 19 problems
we managed to build the extension and complete the refurbishment over the summer. Little Ashes reopened
on time on 7 September. There are still some items that are not finished such as the car park extension and
new bar but it’s very nearly complete. The Government restrictions mean that the Pre-school will be OK to

continue and organised sport such as badminton and table tennis will also be able to use the Hall. Other
social gatherings will not be possible at present.
Bookings for the Hall will shortly be transferred to a new on-line system. More on this next month.
The new Forest Hut has now been constructed and will be in service soon. Little Ashes will be the main user
with Forest School sessions to be held every afternoon.

Great Brickhill Charity Trust
The Great Brickhill Charity Trust would like to update its record of parishioners who will be over the age of 70
on 31 December 2020. In recent years monetary gifts have been presented at Christmas on an annual basis
to those qualifying.
If you are eligible and wish to register please contact Mrs Debbie Pincott, a Trustee, (telephone 01525
261637), before 1 November 2020 which is the date when the funds set aside for this purpose will be
allocated. Please also advise of any change of address if you have previously registered.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 8 NOVEMBER

This year marks more anniversaries, namely the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day on 8 May and
Victory over Japan Day on 15 August. Both were commemorated but in a subdued way.
The Remembrance Service will take place as usual starting at 10:50 prompt and will follow the customary
format with commemoration of those who died in the two World Wars and sounding of the Last Post and
Reveille by a bugler. It will be followed by a parade to the War Memorial and laying of wreaths. Necessarily
there will be some adaptation to comply with COVID-19 rules.

“Link to Hope” Charity
Once again the “Great Brickhill and Friends” team is collecting shoeboxes filled with selected items to send
to the poor of Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria who, this year, like many others have COVID 19 to
add to their hardship. If you would like to help please contact Rosie Dawson on 261425 or
robin.rosie@zen.co.uk for a form and/or details of the charity’s other fundraising event in September 2021 of
“Trek the Balkan Peaks” … if you are interested in taking part. Also one can find other news of the charity on
www.linktohope.co.uk.

Village Support Group
Just a reminder that the village support group is still here if you or anyone you know needs help or support
with shopping, prescriptions, friendly phone calls,, dog walking, or anything else as we go into the winter
months. Please don’t hesitate to call or text Barbara on 07717 226662, or email the InfoLine:
info@copywriteservices.co.uk with any requests.

Oak Saplings
Thank you for all of those who have expressed an interest in the offer of free oak saplings. We are
expecting these to arrive at the end of November,and will be in touch with you directly nearer the time.
Meanwhile, if anyone else would like to plant one or more oak saplings this winter, and save them from the
mulcher, it’s not too late! Please contact Barbara: bkwight@gamil.com

Matters from the Parish Council
Government White Paper on planning reforms "Planning for the future" - public consultation ends on 29
October. This could have a profound change on individuals, parish councils and county councils’ ability to
comment and influence major planning applications, i.e major housinig or industrial growth. Thus we urge
you to comment now at Planning for the future.
If you don’t want to wade through all the White Paper, Housing Today website has a summary, and also the
CPRE Yorkshire branch have a nice 8 minute presentation on YouTube.

Planning for the future
Consultation on proposals for reform of the planning
system in England

It is Autumn, and now is a good time to trim hedges. If you own property that has hedging that adjoins a road
or footpath, it is your responsibility to keep it trimmed so it does not obstruct a footpath or road.
The cabin in the Spinney partly funded by the Parish Council, the Parish Hall Committee and external grants
is complete and open for bookings. Weekday afternoons it will be used by Little Ashes Pre-school but at
other times it is available for hire via the Parish Hall bookings.
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE IN NOVEMBER 2020
DATE:

TIME

SERVICE

VENUE

November 1st

9.30

Holy Communion

Bow Brickhill

18.00

All Souls Service

Little Brickhill

10.45

Remembrance Service

Stoke Hammond

All Saints

November 8th
Remembrance

Jeremy Hopkinson

10.50

Remembrance Service
leader tbc

10.50

Remembrance Service
Revd John Waller

15.00

Remembrance Service
Revd John Waller

(outside in churchyard)

Little Brickhill
(brief service at war memorial)
Great Brickhill
(in church, then at memorial)

Bow Brickhill
(at war memorial)

November 15th

11.00

Holy Communion

Stoke Hammond

November 22nd

11.00

Holy Communion

Great Brickhill

November 29th

15.00

Advent Carol Service

Bow Brickhill

Advent Sunday

The pattern of services remains generally as in previous months with one service being held at one of the
churches on each of the Sundays but November has a number of special services. There will be a
Remembrance Sunday service in each village but, in order to be COVID safe, the other three villages will
have an outdoor only service. Unless the regulations change the service here will be in the church at
10.50am and then a parade to the war memorial.
The annual All Souls Service will as usual be held at Little Brickhill, on Sunday 1 November at 6.00pm.
This is the service in which we remember with thanksgiving our loved ones who have died, those who lived
here local to us or who lived further away – an important occasion this year more than ever. If anyone
would like a candle to be lit in memory of a loved one, please contact Julia Turner 01525 261618
juliaturner.jt@icloud.com
The first of our special pre-Christmas services will be held at Bow Brickhill on 29 November, an Advent
Carol Service (with no singing) at 3.00pm.
The details for the services over the Christmas period have yet to be confirmed but they will have to be
different from our normal pattern to conform with the COVID-19 regulations.
Under the current restrictions:
-

There is still no congregational singing
Hand sanitising is required on entry to the church
Single-use service sheets will be used
Seating will be in accordance with social distancing rules and the rule of six
Masks are a mandatory requirement
We ask for contact details which we have to keep for 21 days.

For those who are not yet ready to come back to services in church, there are occasional virtual services and
we continue to share information about the weekly virtual worship opportunities that are being either
televised or live streamed from around the country.
The Rector’s reflections and prayer, plus a story for children is recorded each week at different locations
around the Benefice. These are available to watch on You Tube – the link can be found each week on the
front Home page of the website:- www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
CHURCH OPENING TIMES:
The church is now open just once a week: SUNDAYS FROM 10.00am – 4.00pm
BUT, if anyone would like to would like to visit the church for private prayer outside of these times please get
in touch with Julia or Phillipa and arrangements will be made for you:- 261618 juliaturner.jt@icloud.com
261521 pjcook6@gmail.com
There is hand sanitiser available at the entrance and we ask that you read the guidance provided on the blue
notice board as you enter the church. All bibles, books etc have been removed. Please take your own bible
or reading matter with you. Visitors outside of normal services are asked to sign the registration sheet in a
red folder at the entrance to the church.
THE RECTOR:
Revd John Waller is available to hear from parishioners who have any concerns during this worrying time:01525 261062 rector@brickhillschurches.org.uk
ACTIVE E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN:
Anyone who would like to join the group or would like to have a prayer included contact:- Roger Blofeld
(rogerblo@aol.com).
THE FOOD BOX:
As the winter weather approaches and the effects of the pandemic appear to be worsening, please
remember that the Food Box is in the church porch to help anyone who is in need of food either in an
emergency or longer term. Please spread the news of this initiative as widely as you can. The church main
and porch gates are being kept open for easy access to the Food Box at all times.

THE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING:
The Annual Meeting was held on 1 October. Reports on activities through the year and the Accounts were
presented. The members of the PCC remain as before. Thanks were given to Angela Northen and Mary
Maley who had resigned from the PCC earlier in the year.
A bouquet of flowers was presented to Gill Wilson and Val Baldwin (in her absence) for their tremendous
work on the Social Events Committee from which they retired at the start of the year.
A short service of Compline was held at the end of the meeting.

FUNDRAISING QUIZ in aid of the New Facilities:
A reminder for all quiz fans, …… we have some puzzles for you to complete, a perfect antidote for these
autumnal evenings or weekends. There will be a £10 prize for the winning entry. An additional question will
be used as a tie breaker if required. The closing date is 1 December.
To enter please:
- Contact Janet Pritchard janvf58@hotmail.com and she will e-mail you the quiz sheets and payment
details
- Make a donation (suggested minimum £5.)
- Return your answers via email to Janet Pritchard
ONLINE ALPHA COURSE ON THE 1st WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 8.00pm
Alpha is an 11-week course where people are brought together for a conversation about faith, life and God. It
is an opportunity to explore life’s big questions together in an open, informal environment. The episodes
explore the basics of the Christian faith, addressing questions such as Who is Jesus? How can we have
faith? and How does God guide us?
The course is equally there for everyone, those who already have a Christian faith and those who have yet to
come to know Jesus. In the past Alpha courses have been run in person but due to the pandemic this curse
will be online.
The course starts on Wednesday 4 November. If you would like to join the course, or find out more about it,
please contact Roger Blofeld 01525 261072 (rogerblo@aol.com).
IN NEED OF A FRIENDLY CHAT:
We have been living in these strange times for over six months now and, although the lockdown restrictions
have gradually been eased, we are aware that there will be many who are finding life difficult at the moment.
If you feel in need of a friendly chat, our Church Warden Julia, will be very happy to receive a call from you:
01525, 261618 or 07714 028785

ADVENT WINDOWS:
Remember the scarecrows around the village during lockdown? To bring a little festive cheer around the
village in the run up to what will inevitably be a very different Christmas from normal, we are asking people to
get involved with decorating a window so that we might create an Advent Window trail around the village.
See the poster below for details and get in touch if you would like to participate in what will bring an element
of fun to walks through the village.

For further information about any of the above, please contact:
Phillipa Cook

TEL: 01525 261521

07788 740969

pjcook6@gmail.com

Do please remember that the Benefice website will be the best way to receive updates about the current
situation and to obtain worship information. The special “Coronavirus” section is continually being updated
with any new information and worship details:www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
News on “Feed the Hungry” – Rosie Dawson
Sister Hazel found that rather than travelling to Louth in Lincolnshire there was a depot closer to home that
was willing to receive our boxes of children’s garments. The latest load of clothing has just been taken to this
“Feed The Hungry” depot in Hinckley.
The manager was extremely grateful to receive the 15 boxes (733 garments) that we delivered and
especially so, as it was just in time to boost their shipment load destined for refugee camps in Athens.
Huge thanks go to all those who have generously given their time to contribute to this magnificent result and
for, once again, supporting this charity. (All home-made garments for young children are always very
gratefully received, especially baby blankets, woolly hats and mittens!)
It was so interesting to hear of the charity’s work. As well as giving assistance internationally it is very busy
supporting food banks in the Midlands, especially at the moment with the effects of Covid 19 being felt
harshly by so many.

“Feed the Hungry” Depot

St MARY’S CHURCH, GREAT BRICKHILL
Fundraising Quiz in aid of the New Facilities
Calling all quiz fans, we have some puzzles for you to complete.
1st Prize of £10.00
(An additional question will be used as a tie breaker if required)
To enter please:
·

Email Janet Pritchard janvf58@hotmail.com to request
quiz sheets and payment details to be emailed to you
·
·

Make a donation (suggested minimum £5)
Return your answers via email to Janet Pritchard
by the closing date of 1 December.

Useful Information
High Ash School
Rector - Revd John Waller
The Old Red Lion
Parish Hall Bookings
Cricket Club Pavilion
Allotments Secretary
St Mary's Church Warden Julia Turner
E: juliaturner.jt@icloud.com www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
Little Ashes Pre-School
Police - non-emergencies
Highways
Post Office - Monday 9.30 – 11.00 am pm Parish Hall
GB Charity Trustees - Debbie Pincott
GB Gardening Club - Rosemary Howell
To report issues such as fly tipping, dog bins, graffiti etc, visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-reports
To report a possible breach of planning control, visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/report-possible-breach-planning-control
To report issues with potholes, street lighting, rights of way etc, visit:
old.buckscc.gov.uk/transport/tell-tfb/

- 01525 261620
- 01525 261062
- 01525 261715
- 01525 261637
- 01525 261434
- 07917 354152
- 07714 028785
- 07855 215154
- 101
- 0845 2302882/
01296 395000
- 01525 261637
- 01525 234149

The Fish & Chip Van now visits the village only at 5.00 - 6.05 pm on Thursdays. Ring 07851 740 901 to find
out where they are.
Short Notes from GB Parish Council meeting on 6 October 2020 held via video conferencing
There are several very long planning items in these minutes. Please see the full minutes on the PC website
– http://greatbrickhill.org
1. Bucks Council – BCllr Raven spoke about the Government’s White Paper on Planning – consultation
closes on 29 October. Work has commenced on HS2; East West rail is in progress causing much disruption
on local roads.
2. Lighting in Parish Hall Car Park - no decision made.
3. Forest Hut – delivered and work progressing well.
4. Planning Applications.
- 53 Lower Way – erection of garden annexe with two bedrooms and lounge/kitchen. Objects but may
support a revised application - see full minute.
- Furze Hill, Ivy Lane – Objects – see full minute.
- Manor Hill Cottage, Galley Lane – amendments requested - see full minute.
- Manor Hill Cottage, Galley Lane – objects - see full minute.
- Land at St Margarets Farm – Erection of agricultural building – Objects - see full minute.
5. Cuff Lane Development – boundary query – BCllr Raven to investigate.
6. Traffic Calming Measures – grant application submitted.
7. VIC – kissing gates have been obtained for the top of the Green End footpath and Jacks Lane.
8. COVID19 Support Group – as some support is still needed, this group will continue.
9. Next meeting – 3 November 2020 at 7.30 pm.
Community Defibrillator Access
The village defibrillator is located in the porch of the Parish Hall. To access it you need a mobile phone and,
if it’s dark, a torch. Use the mobile to phone 999 or 112 and the operator will tell you exactly how to remove
the unit from its location, giving you a code to use.
Please return the unit to its place in the Parish Hall as soon as possible so that it can be replaced whilst the
original is being serviced.

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

