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Parish News
October 2020
Editors’ letter
Congratulations to the Parish Hall Committee on the completion of the extensions to the Parish Hall.
The front door now has a keypad entry, there is new flooring, toilets refurbishment in progress, main
hall repainted, emergency lighting, large projector screen in the main hall, new windows with electronic
openers, new electrics and boiler, full size ovens and refitted kitchen, new bar area including new
fridge and freezer and disabled access. What a superb asset for the village.
As feared, it seems that going into Autumn and Winter it is likely we will face more Covid restrictions
on travel and gatherings. This is just a reminder that the Village Support Group is still here, and ready
to help anyone who needs it over the next few months. If you would either like to join, and/or have any
request to make, please contact the InfoLine – info@copywriteservices.co.uk or text Barbara on 07717
226662.
Keep safe and well,
Merryl & Carys
Contact: 07811 226728

info@copywritebusinessservices.co.uk

Newsletter Deadline
Don’t forget - if you have any items for the November issue of the Parish News, the deadline is
15 October.

“Link to Hope” Charity
Once again the “Great Brickhill and Friends” team are collecting shoeboxes filled with selected items
to send to the poor of Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria who, this year, like many others have
Covid 19 to add to their hardship. If you would like to help please contact Rosie Dawson on 261425 or
robin.rosie@zen.co.uk for a form and/or details of the charity’s other fundraising event in September
2021 of “Trek the Balkan Peaks” … if you are interested in taking part. Also one can find other news of
the charity on www.linktohope.co.uk.

Great Brickhill Charity Trust
The Great Brickhill Charity Trust would like to update its record of parishioners who will be over the
age of 70 on 31 December 2020. In recent years monetary gifts have been presented at Christmas on
an annual basis to those qualifying.
If you are eligible and wish to register please contact Mrs Debbie Pincott, a Trustee, (telephone 01525
261637), before 1 November 2020 which is the date when the funds set aside for this purpose will be
allocated. Please also advise of any change of address if you have previously registered.

Great Brickhill Parish Hall
The plans to extend and update the Parish Hall are very nearly completed. Despite the COVID-19
problems we managed to build the extension and complete the refurbishment over the summer. Little
Ashes reopened on time on 7 September. There are still some items that are not finished such as the
car park extension and new bar but it’s very nearly complete. The Government restrictions mean that
the Pre-school will be OK to continue and organised sport such as badminton and table tennis will also
be able to use the Hall. Other social gatherings will not be possible at present.
Bookings for the Hall will shortly be transferred to a new on-line system. More on this next month.
The new Forest Hut will be constructed towards the end of September and will be in service some
time in October. Little Ashes will be the main user with Forest School sessions to be held every
afternoon.

Matters from the Parish Council
There have been reports of alleged drug dealing by persons from outside of the village taking place on
our normally tranquil and law-abiding roads. Please, if you suspect any such activity is taking place,
take a note of any car number plates that may be associated with the activity and phone Thames
Valley Police. Do not approach the alleged perpetrators yourself.
Disposal of excess household waste for village residents has become more inconvenient since the
start of lockdown and although many residents have used the nearest household waste disposal sites,
as these are in neighbouring boroughs strictly speaking we are not supposed to, and as both Central
Beds and Milton Keynes Councils have introduced booking systems, these options are no longer
available. The Parish Council, being aware of this has approached our county councillors, one of
whom is an MP for Milton Keynes,and therefore has a foot in both camps, to see if reciprocal
arrangements could be made whereby village residents could use either the sites in Heath & Reach
and/or Bleakhall.
Sadly it appears that right now such arrangements could not be made. We also enquired as to
whether Buckinghamshire Council could provide a skip in the village on a periodic basis, again sadly
due to fear of setting a precedent, they were unwilling to do so. Thus the only option right now is to
save up your excess waste until you have a car full to make the trip to the tips in Aylesbury or
Buckingham a little less inconvenient and just a little more cost-effective. Remember for larger items
like furniture and white goods, special collections can be booked from Buckinghamshire Council,
although this service is chargeable.

TO LET
Unfurnished cottage accommodation in peaceful and
attractive position at Stockgrove consisting of two
bedrooms, large bathroom, sitting room and kitchen.
Centrally heated. Semi-detached to main farmhouse.
Please telephone 01525 237308 for more details.

St Mary the Virgin, Great Brickhill

15 September 2020
Fortunately, following the new guidelines introduced by the government last week, there are no
changes affecting church services. The same necessary restrictions remain in place and so there is
still no singing.
There will again generally be one service at one of the churches on each of the Sundays in October at
11.00 am. The full schedule of services for next month can be found below:

SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE IN OCTOBER 2020

DATE:

VENUE

SERVICE

Sunday, 4 October

Stoke Hammond

11.00am. Harvest Family Service

Sunday, 11 October

Bow Brickhill

11.00am. Harvest Family Service

Sunday, 18 October

Stoke Hammond

9.00am. St Luke’s Day,
Holy Communion (Said)

Little Brickhill

11.00am. Harvest Family Service

Great Brickhill

11.00am. Holy Communion

Sunday, 25 October

As there are some who are not yet ready to come back to services in church, there will be occasional
virtual services and we will continue to share information about the weekly virtual worship
opportunities that are being either televised or live streamed from around the country. The information
is posted each week at the church and is also uploaded onto the website in the dedicated Coronavirus
section.
The Rector’s reflections and prayer, plus a story for children is recorded each week at different
locations around the Benefice. These are available to watch on You Tube – the link can be found each
week on the front Home page of the website:- www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

CHURCH OPENING TIMES:

BUT THE TIMES HAVE CHANGED
To assist the builders, from Sunday 20 September the church will be open just once a week:
SUNDAYS FROM 10.00 am – 4.00 pm
BUT, if anyone would like to would like to visit the church for private prayer outside of these times
please get in touch with Julia or Phillipa and arrangements will be made for you:- 261618
juliaturner.jt@icloud.com
261521 pjcook6@gmail.com
There is hand sanitizer available at the entrance and we ask that you read the guidance provided on
the blue notice board as you enter the church. All bibles, books etc have been removed. Please take
your own bible or reading matter with you.
If anyone exhibits symptoms of coronavirus within a week of your visit to the church, please contact:
Julia Turner: 01525 261618 juliaturner.jt@icloud.com or Phillipa Cook: 01525 261521
pjcook6@gmail.com. The church will then be closed for a while for special cleaning to be done.
THE RECTOR:
Revd John Waller is available to hear from parishioners who have any concerns during this worrying
time:- 01525 261062 rector@brickhillschurches.org.uk

ACTIVE E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN:
Anyone who would like to join the group or would like to have a prayer included, contact:- Roger
Blofeld (rogerblo@aol.com).

CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING:
A reminder that the re-arranged Annual Meeting in April will now take place on Thursday 1 October
at 7.30pm in church. It will be a bit different from normal - we won't be able to have coffee
beforehand and we will not be having the annual photo presentation. It will be a short meeting to carry
out the legal requirements. Seating will be in accordance with social distancing rules and masks will
have to be worn. We will have a short service of Compline at the end of the meeting.
The full details including Agenda, Nomination Forms and Electoral Roll Forms are available from the
church and can be downloaded from the “Great Brickhill Annual Meetings” section of the website.
If the guidance from the government changes this meeting will be held online via Zoom – notice will be
given if this is going to happen.
BUILDING WORK – NEW FACILITIES:
As reported last month, the building work to install the new facilities will start on 28 September with a
completion date at the end of February. The response to the appeal for contributions to the final
stages of our fundraising has been very encouraging and we are very grateful to those who have
given so generously.
It is not too late if you would like to contribute to the funds. Please contact Julia Turner 01525 261618
or 07714 028785 juliaturner.jt@icloud.com, or Gill Wilson 01525 279005 or 07973 403761
gillewilson57@gmail.com for details of the project. For payment details contact Neil Cook 01525
261521 neilacook6@gmail.com.

IN NEED OF A FRIENDLY CHAT:
We have been living in these strange times for over six months now and, although the lockdown
restrictions have gradually been eased, we are aware that there will be many who are finding life
difficult at the moment. If you feel in need of a friendly chat, our Church Warden Julia will be very
happy to receive a call from you: 01525, 261618 or 07714 028785.
For further information about any of the above, please contact:
Phillipa Cook

TEL: 01525 261521

07788 740969

pjcook6@gmail.com

Do please remember that the Benefice website will be the best way to receive updates about the
current situation and to obtain worship information. The special “Coronavirus” section will be updated
with any new information and worship details: www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

St MARY’S CHURCH, GREAT BRICKHILL
Fundraising Quiz in aid of the New Facilities
Calling all quiz fans, we have some puzzles for you to complete.
1st Prize of £10.00

(An additional question will be used as a tie breaker if required)
To enter please:
·

Email Janet Pritchard janvf58@hotmail.com to request
quiz sheets and payment details to be emailed to you

·

Make a donation (suggested minimum £5)

·

Return your answers via email to Janet Pritchard
by the closing date of 1 December.

Useful Information
High Ash School
Rector - Revd John Waller
The Old Red Lion
Parish Hall Bookings
Cricket Club Pavilion
Allotments Secretary
St Mary's Church Warden Julia Turner
E: juliaturner.jt@icloud.com www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
Little Ashes Pre-School
Police - non-emergencies
Highways
Post Office - Monday 1 - 3 pm Parish Hall
GB Charity Trustees - Debbie Pincott
GB Gardening Club - Rosemary Howell
To report issues such as fly tipping, dog bins, graffiti etc, visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-reports
To report a possible breach of planning control, visit:
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/report-possible-breach-planning-control
To report issues with potholes, street lighting, rights of way etc, visit:
old.buckscc.gov.uk/transport/tell-tfb/

- 01525 261620
- 01525 261062
- 01525 261715
- 01525 261637
- 01525 261434
- 07917 354152
- 07714 028785
- 07855 215154
- 101
- 0845 2302882/
01296 395000
- 01525 261637
- 01525 234149

The Fish & Chip Van now visits the village only at 5.00 - 6.05 pm on Thursdays. Ring 07851 740 901
to find out where they are.

Short Notes from GB Parish Council meeting on 1 September 2020 held via video conferencing
Please see the full minutes on the PC website.
1. Youth Café – video conferencing session run since lockdown in March with fluctuating attendance.
PC agreed to support for another 12 months but want to know how many attendees are from GB.
2. Log Cabin – resident has purchased lights for log cabin at no charge.
3. Planning Applications.
- 48 Pound Hill – part two storey, part single storey side extension. Supports.
- 36 Pound Hill – erection of balcony on top of existing flat roof. No objection.
4. Cuff Lane Development – boundary query – it appears that the property boundary is not where
the owners have built the wall.
5. VIC – stolen wheelbarrow will be replaced. Field drain at Jacks Lane completed and path is now
usable. Kissing gate to be installed. Netting at Poors Acre to remain in place.
6. Unregistered Land at Horsepond – now registered.
7. COVID19 Support Group – as some support is still needed, this group will continue.
8. Next meeting – 6 October 2020 at 7.30 pm.

Community Defibrillator Access
The village defibrillator is located in the porch of the Parish Hall. To access it you need a mobile
phone and, if it’s dark, a torch. Use the mobile to phone 999 or 112 and the operator will tell you
exactly how to remove the unit from its location, giving you a code to use.
Please return the unit to its place in the Parish Hall as soon as possible so that it can be replaced
whilst the original is being serviced.

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

