Great Brickhill
Parish News
August 2020
Editors’ letter
It’s great to see the Old Red Lion and the Cricket Club back in business at last. Some small signs of
normality returning.
We have decided that it is time to show some support for local businesses again so, at the end of this
newsletter you will find advertisements from local businesses who have supported the newsletter for
many years. Have a look at them and if you need their services, please contact them and mention
where you saw the advert. Business needs all the support possible in these strange times.
Please pass this newsletter on to anyone you know who doesn’t have access to the internet.
Keep safe and well,
Merryl & Carys
Contact: 01525 261565

info@copywritebusinessservices.co.uk

Matters from the Parish Council
The Parish Council would like to remind everyone that both Buckinghamshire Council and Thames
Valley Police have easy-to-use web pages for reporting matters which need to be brought to their
attention. Both we and they encourage as many people as possible to use these, especially in these
times, when their resources are particularly stretched.
We know that the more reports they get about an issue, incident or problem, the more attention they
are likely to give to it, so please do report yourselves, (as well as, if you wish, letting the Parish
Council know of issues).
Thames Valley Police:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
TVP are directing people to this page for many of the types of incidents which also get reported on the
101 phone line. Here you can report things including antisocial behaviour; lost or found property; road
traffic incidents; lost or stolen vehicles etc. In an emergency where there is risk to life please dial 999.

Buckinghamshire Council:
Fly tipping
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/fly-tipping
Please use this site to report incidents of fly tipping. This anti-social problem has increased during
lock-down. Please remember to ensure that any materials which contractors remove from your houses
are legally disposed of, as you as the householder are responsible if materials are dumped illegally,
and you can be prosecuted.
Potholes and other street issues
https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
This website allows you to report potholes, fallen trees, flooded roads etc (and also fly tipping
incidents). You can also track the progress of reported issues,

Village Support Group
As a gradual opening up of the lockdown continues, the village support network has had notably fewer
requests for assistance in recent weeks. Some of this is because the one-to-one ‘buddying’ networks
we have set up mean the group is bypassed, and also because more people are feeling safer going
out and about. This is, of course, a good thing!
We want to thank all those many people in the village who have been part of the network, and who
have made offers of, and given, help and assistance in the past difficult months. It is heart-warming
how the sense of community in the village has really been crystallised and we hope that the goodwill
will continue. The group is still here, and will remain so, in case there is a return of lockdown (locally
or nationally) in the months to come. If you or anyone you know in the village needs help, please text
07717 226662, or email the InfoLine: info@copywriteservices.co.uk

Great Brickhill Cricket Club
Great Brickhill Cricket and Social Club is open all year round to members and new members are
always welcome. Open Monday to Friday 4pm till 11pm, Saturday and Sunday noon till 11pm.
Pavilion managers Karen and Lee Roff would love to welcome you. In normal times available for party
bookings, celebrations and wakes.

St Mary the Virgin, Great Brickhill

CHURCH NEWS
19 July 2020
Further to the Prime Minister’s announcement that places of worship may re-open for worship
from 4 July, it has been agreed that live services across the Benefice will resume in August.
There will also be virtual services to cater for those who do not yet feel able to venture out to
church.
Following the successful virtual Evensong service on 5th July, Jerry Breslin is arranging an Evensong
service via Zoom for Monday 27 July when the choir would normally be holding their weekly practice
session. The invitation to join in this service is being extended to all those who would like to
participate. If you are interested in joining in the service please let Phillipa know and she will send you
the log-in details.
With regard to live services there will be one service per day at one of the churches on the first four
Sundays in August at 11.00am. Although there cannot be any singing, the organ will be played at
various points. We are aware that there are many who have been shielding or in vulnerable groups
who do not yet feel comfortable in going to public places. By the middle of August, we will have more
of an idea as to what people might like and will be in a position to plan for services in September and
beyond.
The fifth Sunday in August is a Bank Holiday weekend and so it has been decided not to have a
service then.
When services resume, we will continue to share information on the weekly virtual worship
opportunities that are being either televised or live streamed from around the country. The information
is posted weekly on the notice board by the church gate and is also uploaded onto the website in a
dedicated Coronavirus section.
Local worship materials are also available - the Rector provides reflections and prayers each week.
These are available to watch on You Tube – the recordings are being filmed at different locations
around the Benefice. The You Tube link can be found each week on the front Home page of the
website:- www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
Below is a schedule of the services planned for the next few weeks:SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE IN JULY / AUGUST 2020

DATE:

VENUE

SERVICE

Monday, 27 July

Virtual via Zoom

7.00pm. Evensong

Sunday, 2 August

Stoke Hammond

11.00am. Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Sunday, 9 August

Great Brickhill

11.00am. Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Sunday, 16 August

Little Brickhill

11.00am. Family Service

Sunday, 23 August

Bow Brickhill

11.00am. Service details to follow

Sunday, 30 August

N/A

No Service, Bank Holiday Weekend

CHURCH OPEN
A reminder that the church is currently open for just two sessions per week in order that the building
can be closed for 72 hours between opening times to minimise risk of infection. The church is open
on:
Sundays:10.00am – 2.00pm
Wednesdays:- 2.00pm – 5.00pm
We will increase the opening times as soon as we feel it is safe to do so following the guidelines
provided to us. Any change to the opening times and other updates will be notified on our website:www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
There is hand sanitizer available at the entrance and we ask that you read the guidance provided on
the blue notice board as you enter the church. Much of the church has been cordoned off and all
bibles, books etc have been removed. Please take your own bible or reading matter with you. There
are chairs available near the altar should you wish to sit and say a prayer, or merely enjoy the
wonderful space.
We would remind for those in vulnerable groups to check the current government guidelines. We will
welcome all those to visit the church who feel comfortable to do so. If anyone exhibits symptoms of
coronavirus within a week of your visit to the church, please contact: Julia Turner: 01525 261618
juliaturner.jt@icloud.com or Phillipa Cook: 01525 261521 pjcook6@gmail.com. The church will then
be closed for a while for special cleaning to be done.
THE RECTOR:
Revd John Waller is available to hear from parishioners who have any concerns during this worrying
time:- 01525 261062 rector@brickhillschurches.org.uk
ACTIVE E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN:
Anyone who would like to join the group or would like to have a prayer included, contact:- Mary Maley
(mary@maley.org.uk) or Roger Blofeld (rogerblo@aol.com).
IN NEED OF A FRIENDLY CHAT:
We have been living in these strange times for over eighteen weeks now and, although the lockdown
restrictions have gradually been eased, we are aware that there will be many who are finding life
difficult at the moment. If you feel in need of a friendly chat, our Church Warden Julia will be very
happy to receive a call from you:- 01525, 261618 or 07714 028785

For further information about any of the above, please contact:Phillipa Cook TEL: 01525 261521 07788 740969 pjcook6@gmail.com
Do please remember that the Benefice website will be the best way to receive updates about the
current situation and to obtain worship information. The special “Coronavirus” section will be updated
with any new information and worship details:www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

OakUpy the UK – Offer of OAK SAPLINGS!
Message from Barbara Wight
It was reported in March this year that 750,000 2-year-old oak saplings are due to be destroyed. The
saplings were grown in response to government indications that they will subsidise land-owners to
plant trees. However, the demand has not materialised as the Government has not lived up to its
promises and the nurseries cannot keep these unwanted trees. So, they will be going to the mulcher
unless the nurseries can sell them this summer/autumn, at a discounted price of £300 per 1000
(including £50 delivery charge).

This is an appeal to find homes for these saplings which can be provided to you for free. The
aim is to ‘OakUpy’ the fields, the streets, the parks, the gardens, the wastelands - anywhere it is
feasible. Oak is a great carbon absorber and a wonderful habitat for many species. It is also
extremely grand and beautiful. The saplings are the pedunculate (English) oak from British seed
stock.
I have friends who are members of Extinction Rebellion, and it is this group who decided they would
like to try and save as many of the saplings as possible, rather than see them destroyed.
Many of you will know XR as the rebels who have held up the traffic and caused chaos for many
travellers last year. Many may disagree with their methods and that is understandable. But their
reasoning is that they cannot see another way to bring the issue of catastrophic climate change into
the political and social spotlight and raise it up the agenda to what they believe is its rightful position at
the top. Those I know in the group are not young anarchists but people from a broad range of
backgrounds who really care about their children’s and the planet’s future; and they are involved in
many local campaigns around air pollution, sustainable transport, and planting and public space
gardening, for example.
XR are buying the saplings from their own funds and are happy to pass them on for free, although of
course donations towards the cost are welcome. They will arrive bare-rooted sometime between
November and March, and will need to get to those who want them quickly, as they will need to be
planted within 7 days of the initial delivery, (or temporarily potted in groups of 5). The saplings will be
between 30cm - 1metre in height.
If you or anyone you know is interested in planting one or more saplings, please let me know, and
please pass on the offer to anyone else - individuals or groups - who you think may also be interested.
Some people are planning to plant one to commemorate those that have lost their lives to Covid, or
the diligence of the NHS, and others are involved in school planting projects. A short care guide will
be provided with the oaks.
If you are interested or want more information, please do get in touch with me – email
bkwight@gmail.com or text 07717 226662. Thank you - Barbara

Community Defibrillator Access
The village defibrillator is located in the porch of the Parish Hall. To access it you need a mobile
phone and, if it’s dark, a torch. Use the mobile to phone 999 or 112 and the operator will tell you
exactly how to remove the unit from its location, giving you a code to use.
Please return the unit to its place in the Parish Hall as soon as possible so that it can be replaced
whilst the original is being serviced.

Short Notes from GB Parish Council meeting on 7 July 2020 held via video conferencing
There is a very long item about a funding request from St Mary’s Church which we do not have room
for here. Please see the full minutes on the PC website.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Bucks C - Community Board meeting to be held shortly. Cllrs recommended that PC put
forward a representative.
Parish Hall Improvements – shortfall of £10,500 will be covered in principle by PC.
Little Ashes Pre-school – planning application approved subject to tree conditions. Log cabin
will be installed in September.
Planning Applications.
- 6 Stoke Lane, single storey rear extension. Supports.
Cuff Lane Development – boundary query – position of wall queried as it takes up all the
verge and extends the boundary by 2 metres. Chairman to look into this query.
Traffic Calming Measures – resurfacing works required before Phase 2 can proceed.
Misuse of Parish Land – Poors Acre – situation has improved but parked cars reported to
police. Any issues should be reported to police.
Play Areas – lockdown regulations to be considered.
Next meeting – 4 August 2020 at 7.30 pm – planning and finance only.

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

