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September 2020
Editors’ letter
We were hoping to re-start producing a printed version of the Parish News this month but
unfortunately as there is very little content due to so many organisations being closed due to
COVID19, this will not now be possible. We feel it is better to continue with the virtual online version
for now so that at least some news is being circulated. So again please pass this newsletter on to
anyone you know who doesn’t have access to the internet.
A villager told us the other day that they did not know about the InfoLine so if someone new has
moved into a property near you, please let them know about it and encourage them to join –
info@copywriteservices.co.uk.
We have decided, after having a telephone landline in the village for 38 years, that we just don’t use it
very much anymore. Everyone seems to use mobile phones for communication now so we have
arranged to close down our landline.
Please note that if you wish to contact the newsletter, the number to use now is 07811 226728.
Keep safe and well,
Merryl & Carys
Contact: 07811 226728

info@copywritebusinessservices.co.uk

Newsletter Deadline
Don’t forget - if you have any items for the October issue of the Parish News, the deadline is
15 September.

“Link to Hope” Charity
Once again the “Great Brickhill and Friends” team are collecting shoeboxes filled with selected items
to send to the poor of Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria who, this year, like many others have
Covid 19 to add to their hardship. If you would like to help please contact Rosie Dawson on 261425 or
robin.rosie@zen.co.uk for a form and/or details of the charity’s other fundraising event in September

2021 of “Trek the Balkan Peaks” … if you are interested in taking part. Also one can find other news of
the charity on www.linktohope.co.uk.

St Mary the Virgin, Great Brickhill

CHURCH NEWS
15 August 2020
We are delighted that services have resumed across the Benefice. We have held the first service here
in the village since the start of the lock down five months ago. Due to the restrictions there was no
singing but Jerry Breslin played the organ at various points throughout the service.
Certain things have to be a little different from normal. Hand sanitizing is required on entry to the
church and seating is in accordance with social distancing rules. Masks are a mandatory requirement
and we are required to ask for contact details of all those attending, which we have to keep for 21
days.
One service has been held at one of the churches on each of the Sundays in August at 11am. There
will continue to be a limited number of services across the Benefice for the next two months. The full
schedule of services for September can be found below.
SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE IN SEPTEMBER 2020

DATE:

VENUE

SERVICE

Sunday, 6 September

Stoke Hammond

11.00am. Holy Communion

Sunday, 13 September

Bow Brickhill

11.00am. Holy Communion

Sunday, 20 September

Great Brickhill

9.30am. Said Holy Communion

Little Brickhill

11.00am. Family Service,
followed by Annual Meeting

Great Brickhill

11.00am. Harvest Service at Rectory
Farm, followed by bring your own
picnic lunch

Sunday, 27 September

We are delighted that this year’s Harvest Service will be held at Rectory Farm on Sunday 27
September, an 11.00am service followed by a bring your own picnic.
We are very aware that there are some who are not yet be ready to come back to services in church.
There will be occasional virtual services to cater for those who do not yet feel able to venture out to

church and we will continue to share information about the weekly virtual worship opportunities that
are being either televised or live streamed from around the country. The information is posted each
week at the church and is also uploaded onto the website in the dedicated Coronavirus section.
The Rector’s reflections and prayer, plus a story for children is recorded each week at different
locations around the Benefice. These are available to watch on You Tube – the link can be found each
week on the front Home page of the website:- www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

CHURCH OPEN:
The church is currently open for two sessions per week in order that the building can be closed for 72
hours between opening times to minimise risk of infection:
Sundays:
10.00am – 2.00pm
Wednesdays: 2.00pm – 5.00pm
The area within the church open for public access has been increased and we hope to soon lengthen
the opening times as soon as we feel it is safe to do so following the guidelines provided to us. Any
change to the opening times and other updates will be notified on our website:
www.brickhillschurches.org.uk
There is hand sanitizer available at the entrance and we ask that you read the guidance provided on
the blue notice board as you enter the church. All bibles, books etc have been removed. Please take
your own bible or reading matter with you.
If anyone exhibits symptoms of coronavirus within a week of your visit to the church, please contact:
Julia Turner: 01525 261618 juliaturner.jt@icloud.com or Phillipa Cook: 01525 261521
pjcook6@gmail.com. The church will then be closed for a while for special cleaning to be done.
We are not yet able to give news of when it will be possible for any of the other regular church related
activities to resume.
THE RECTOR:
Revd John Waller is available to hear from parishioners who have any concerns during this worrying
time:- 01525 261062 rector@brickhillschurches.org.uk

ACTIVE E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN:
Anyone who would like to join the group or would like to have a prayer included, contact:- Mary Maley
(mary@maley.org.uk) or Roger Blofeld (rogerblo@aol.com).
THE ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING:
The Annual Church Meeting had to be postponed in April. To comply with the necessary legal
requirements a short Annual Meeting will be held in the church on Thursday 1 October at 7.30pm.
Details of all elections will be on the notice board in the church porch and posted on the website by 6
September. All papers (Agenda, Annual Report etc.) will be available from Thursday 24 September.
BUILDING WORK – NEW FACILITIES:
As reported in the July Newsletter, the building work to install the new facilities will start on 28
September with a completion date at the end of February. The response to the appeal for
contributions to the final stages of our fundraising has been very encouraging and we are very grateful
to those who have given so generously. It is not too late if you would like to contribute to the funds.
Please contact Julia Turner 01525 261618 or 07714 028785 juliaturner.jt@icloud.com or Gill Wilson
01525 279005 or 07973 403761 gillewilson57@gmail.com for details of the project. For payment
details contact Neil Cook 01525 261521 neilacook6@gmail.com.
RIDE AND STRIDE, SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER:
The annual Ride and Stride for walkers, cyclists and horse riders, is going ahead on Saturday 12
September – a chance to visit as many churches as you are able from 10.00am to 6.00pm. Held in aid
of Bucks Historic Churches Trust, the money from sponsorship goes half towards the local church and

half to the Trust for repair of churches. Anyone interested in taking part, please contact Phillipa for
more details.
IN NEED OF A FRIENDLY CHAT:
We have been living in these strange times for over five months now and, although the lockdown
restrictions have gradually been eased, we are aware that there will be many who are finding life
difficult at the moment. If you feel in need of a friendly chat, our Church Warden Julia will be very
happy to receive a call from you: 01525, 261618 or 07714 028785
For further information about any of the above, please contact:
Phillipa Cook

TEL: 01525 261521

07788 740969

pjcook6@gmail.com

Do please remember that the Benefice website will be the best way to receive updates about the
current situation and to obtain worship information. The special “Coronavirus” section will be updated
with any new information and worship details:www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

Great Brickhill Charity Trust
The Great Brickhill Charity Trust would like to update its record of Parishioners who will be over the
age of 70 on 31 December 2020. In recent years monetary gifts have been presented at Christmas on
an annual basis to those qualifying.
If you are eligible and wish to register please contact Mrs Debbie Pincott, a Trustee, (telephone 01525
261637), before 1 November 2020 which is the date when the funds set aside for this purpose will be
allocated. Please also advise of any change of address if you have previously registered.

Matters from the Parish Council
Redevelopment work at The Parish Hall is continuing a pace and is on schedule for a re-opening of
the existing and new facilities on 7 September, which will provide superb and enhanced facilities for
village use. Greater storage space is now provided for Little Ashes and sporting club use, an outside
and disabled access toilet, new and improved kitchen facilities and a bar which can actually be used
as a bar and not a storage area for the sports clubs and Little Ashes. A community facility which will
be a real credit to our village.
Both play areas have been re-opened but please be aware that social distancing rules still apply to all
within the playgrounds. Play equipment and gates are not sanitised, so if you have a particular
concern and would still like your children to use the facilities, please be prepared to use alcohol wipes
on any surfaces that you or your child may touch.
Short Notes from GB Parish Council meeting on 4 August 2020 held via video conferencing
The planning application comments this month are very long so we have just put in the PC’s decision.
Please see the full minutes on the PC website.
1. Parish Hall Improvements – progressing well, should be completed by 4 September. Parish Hall
bookings will have a new online system in place by September.
2. Little Ashes Pre-school – log cabin build should start w/c 7 September.
3. Planning Applications.
- Fosseys, Stoke Lane – objects.
- Fosseys, Stoke Lane – objects.
- Fosseys, Stoke Lane – objects.
- Rectory Farm, Church Lane – supports.
- St Marys Church, Church Lane – supports.
- 14 Lower Way – cannot comment without all information.
- Land off John Horncapps Lane – no objection subject to conditions.
4. Cuff Lane Development – boundary query – PC has written to Bucks C. Chair to obtain land
registry plan to check boundary.
5. Next meeting – 1 September 2020 at 7.30 pm.

Community Defibrillator Access
The village defibrillator is located in the porch of the Parish Hall. To access it you need a mobile
phone and, if it’s dark, a torch. Use the mobile to phone 999 or 112 and the operator will tell you
exactly how to remove the unit from its location, giving you a code to use.
Please return the unit to its place in the Parish Hall as soon as possible so that it can be replaced
whilst the original is being serviced.

BAKING AND FORAGING
This delicious crumble was one of the special deliveries by Kathryn Layland’s baking classes after
they had been foraging around the village. Some comments from grateful villagers were:
'Thankyou Kathryn and 'cookies'. My crumble was delicious',
'Had some last night - it was delicious'.
'I had a lovely surprise yesterday afternoon, a beautiful plum pie, freshly baked was given to
me by a lovely lady and a wonderful group of youngsters. Thank you so much for thinking of
me'.
A brilliant idea, much appreciated.

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

