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The Three 
Trees

It’s that time of year again!  The snowdrops in the Manor grounds will be

flowering in all their glory – don’t miss it, 10 and 17 February.  The sight is truly

stunning; you really cannot believe that so many flowers could be in one place.

Surely the start of Spring although we know it’s only February.  And then, if you

go into the Church, a hot drink to warm you up and a wonderful choice of cakes

to enjoy – all for a donation to the Church.

Best regards,

Merryl Jenkins & Carys Underwood

Contact details: Red Heights, Duck End, Great Brickhill
T: 01525 261565       M: 07811 226728 or 07958 546284
Email: info@copywriteservices.co.uk

We would like to state that the views represented in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the editors.

Letter from the Editors

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
Please note the deadline for all contributions and advertisements 

for the Parish Newsletter is the 15th of the month before.



Who Meets - Where & When

Parish Council First Tuesday in the month in the Small Meeting Room 
in the Parish Hall - parishioners are welcome to attend.

WI Meets second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm in 
the Parish Hall. Contact Mary Smit (President): 261944 
or Amanda Randall (Secretary): 261476 or e-mail: 
gbrickhillwi@gmail.com

Good Companions  A club for the over 50s meets on alternate Wednesdays
in the Parish Hall at 2.30 pm. 

Drop In Everyone is welcome to 'drop in' for a cup of tea and a
chat every Monday in the Parish Hall between 1.30 and 
3.30 pm. Call in and enjoy some cheerful company. 

Bell Ringers Great Brickhill Bell Ringers practise at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesdays - new ringers will always be welcomed. 
Contact David Middleton on 01908-230002 (mobile 
07966- 458144). 

Youth Cafe Meets at the Parish Hall during term time for Years
7 - 13 on Fridays from 6.30 - 8.30 pm.  Admission £2.   
Enquiries - text to 07845 580331 or email 
marco.loxley@googlemail.com  www.pulseyouth.co.uk.

Bowls Club Every Friday 2.00-4.00pm in the Parish Hall. Contact 
Glenda Davey - 261402.

Village Choir Every Monday, 7:30pm in the church. If you fancy 
a bit of singing, just turn up on Monday evening. All 

standards welcome! (Juliet - 261 210).

Happy Cup Coffee Every Monday from 10.00 - 11.15 am in the church. A
Club child-friendly weekly drop-in coffee morning, especially 

welcoming parents and carers of young children. 
All welcome - not obligatory to bring a child with you!

Little Ashes Pre-School Open Monday to Friday during term time, Little Ashes
is a charity-run  pre-school for children aged 2-4. Parish 
Hall from 9am to 12pm, followed by optional lunch club. 
leader@littleashespreschool.co.uk or 07855-215-154.

Tennis Club Enquiries  01525 261188



BRICKHILL NEWSPAPERS

DELIVERED IN THE BRICKHILLS, STOCKGROVE, POTSGROVE 

AND SURROUNDING AREAS

PLEASE CALL KEITH ON

01525 261535 (OFFICE) or 07941 810130 (MOBILE)

or email brickhillnewspapers@hotmail.com

GET YOUR FIRST WEEK'S ORDER TOTALLY FREE!

READ ALL ABOUT IT....
Want your daily newspaper delivered in time

for breakfast? Then you need...

LOCAL HOME DELIVERIES OF DAILY 

AND WEEKEND 

AGH PLUMBING & HEATING 
GAS SERVICING AND INSTALLATIONS

� GAS-SAFE REGISTERED

� COMPETITIVE RATES

� GUARANTEED WORK

� FREE ESTIMATES

� ESTABLISHED 1999

TEL: 01908 310651           MOB: 07932 071599

help@aghplumbing.co.uk         www.aghplumbing.co.uk

Glenn Burrows

Green Ridges, Upper Way, Great Brickhill, Milton Keynes MK17 9AZ

Mastercard,  Visa,  Maestro & Switch accepted

BOILER REPLACEMENTS

EXTRA RADIATORS

POWERFLUSHING

COMBI BOILERS

SHOWERS

BATHROOMS & TILING

GAS FIREPLACES

BREAKDOWN REPAIRS



We are a small, family run farm with animal welfare and quality at our

heart. We specialise the finest rare, breed pork from traditional, rare

breed, pedigree pigs. All our animals live free range lives with all (and

more!) that they need to be fulfilled. Our pigs are traditional and slow

growing to produce the finest pork. Our meat, eggs and honey taste

how food should taste!

To place orders for delivery or collection please find us on Facebook or

contact us via our website, email, phone or at the farm!

www.thethreelocksfarm.co.uk    info@thethreelocksfarm.co.uk 

07944522219   The Three Locks Farm, Partridge Hill, MK17 9BH

PORK

SAUSAGES

BACON

GAMMON

LAMB

EGGS

HONEY

LIVESTOCK

POINT OF LAYS

HATCHING EGGS

WI News

Great Brickhill WI’s first meeting in 2019 combined business and pleasure. At
this meeting in January it is customary to reconvene after the Festive Break and
consider the six resolutions put forward by representatives from all the
federations in the country. We are asked to discuss them and then select one to
go forward for further discussion and voting at the National Annual Meeting in
June 2019. The one selected there will form the basis of the next Women’s
Institute’s national campaign.  This democratic model means that every member
has a say in the national campaign and every resolution stems directly from their
concerns. 

This year the six resolutions covered a great diversity of subjects from improving
plant biosecurity via a plant certification scheme and the national landscape by
planting more trees, to concerns about the decline in local bus services and
improving education and information around various women’s health issues.
Each had its own merits and we were provided with key resources and briefing
papers to facilitate discussion. 

The one chosen almost unanimously by GB WI was entitled “Don’t fear the
smear”. Although cervical screening saves about 5,000 lives a year, take up is
currently at its lowest for a decade.  This resolution urges members to attend
screening when invited to do so, to raise awareness of its importance and address
the barriers that prevent women from attending, all in an attempt to eradicate
cervical cancer. There are many reasons why this resolution won our support but
not least the fact that Dr Margaret Wolfendale, a member of Great Brickhill WI
when she died in January 2017 at the age of 85, initiated a cytology service in
Buckinghamshire for the screening and early detection of cervical cancer in 1963.
To do this she trained a group of laboratory technicians to screen specimens,
under her supervision. She ran this service as a consultant for 35 years, and it
grew to be of great importance in detecting this life-threatening condition both
nationally and internationally. We therefore supported this worthwhile
resolution in her memory.

Our next meeting, on 13 February at 7.30pm in GB Parish Hall, features a talk by
Tom Mcinulty from the Macular Society and is entitled “Life after sight” .This is
likely to be a very popular meeting and as always visitors are welcome. You can
come to up to three regular meetings as a visitor for a small fee before we will ask
you to join.

For more information about GBH WI email gbrickhillwi@gmail.com or contact
Mary Smit (President) on 261 944 or Amanda Randall (Secretary) on 261 476.



Bus Timetables

This is the most current information we have, but if anyone has any updates on
these timings please let the editors know.

The 162 service (Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays except Public
Holidays) run by  Red Kite (01525 211441)

Collects from Great Brickhill (Old Red Lion) at 10.01
Arrives Bletchley Bus Station at 10.15 

The return leaves Bletchley Bus Station at 12.15 and 14.25
Arrives Great Brickhill 12.28 and 14.41 - No second bus on Saturdays
Leaves the Old Red Lion at 12.28
Arrives LB High St at 12.50
There does not appear to be a return journey.

The village bus service has been taken over by The Star from Aylesbury starting
1/9.  All times and days remain the same.

HUNTERSHUNTERS
Farm ShopFarm Shop

Open 7 Days aOpen 7 Days a

weekweek

9 am - 5.30 pm9 am - 5.30 pm

01908 37753701908 377537

Behind McDonalds Behind McDonalds 

on the A5 just a 5 minuteon the A5 just a 5 minute

drive from Greatdrive from Great

BrickhillBrickhill

HUNTERS FARM SHOP
Spring is coming - get your garden ready

now - everything you need is here

Pop in to the
farm shop -
you’ll be 

surprised by
what you find!

Buy all your food for dogs, cats, horses,

rabbits and any other pets
High Ash School 01525 261620

Rector - Revd John Waller 01525 261062

The Old Red Lion 01525 261715

Parish Hall Bookings 01525 261637

Cricket Club Pavilion 01525 261434

Allotments Secretary 01525 261606

St Mary's Church Warden - 

Julia Turner 01525 261213     

E: juliaturner.jt@icloud.com www.brickhillschurches.org.uk

Little Ashes Pre-School 07855 215154 

Police - non-emergencies 101

Highways 0845 2302882/01296 395000

Post Office Monday 1 - 3 pm Parish Hall

GB Gardening Club - Sally Pollock 01525  261941

The Fish & Chip Van now visits the village only at 5.00 - 6.05 pm on Thursdays.

Ring  07711 402066 to find out where they are.

Useful Information



Eaststaff Cottage, Pound Hill, Great Brickhill

KING CARPENTRY 
& CONSTRUCTION
ALL CARPENTRY, JOINERY &

BUILDING WORK

TIMBER / UPVC

CONSERVATORIES

PORCHE, LOFT 

CONVERSIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & STAIRS +

FITTED BEDROOMS

For free advice & quotation on a made
to measure, quality service please call:

PETER KING on 01525 261648

or mobile 07889 227923

peter@peterkingcarpentry.co.uk

References and viewing of previous
jobs available on request

FOR ALL YOUR PEST SOLUTIONS

(covering London, Herts, 

Beds and Bucks)

Call Peter: 07958 669 706 

01525 220 653

www.nimbypest.org.uk 

peter@nimbypest.org.uk

Wasps | Rats | Mice

Squirrels | Rabbits 

All Flying & Crawling Insects

Glis Glis | Moles

Little Emm’s
Unisex Hair 

Studio

22A Woburn Road

Heath & Reach

Tel: 01525 237687

- Colours

- Highlights

- Perms

- Wet or dry 

cuts

- Free WiFi

Call for an appointment or drop 

in to see me!

News from the Parish Council

Due to the transformation of local government in Buckinghamshire into a single
unitary authority, local elections that were scheduled for this coming May,
including for the Parish Council, will now take place in May 2020.

The winter months are the time for pruning hedgerows and hedging, so if your
land or property adjoins the public highway or footways in the village it is your
responsibility to cut them back now to ensure they do not impede vehicular
traffic or pedestrians throughout the year.

Rushmere News - by Alan Turner

Those of you who have recently been to the Rushmere Visitor Centre may have
noticed that a gap has been cut through the rhododendron part way up the hill.
This is in preparation for a new entrance to the car parks. The reason this has
become necessary is that the wooden stakes forming a retaining wall for the bank
higher up the road are rotting and need to be replaced. Whilst this is being done
it will be necessary to close a section of the road so an alternative way into the car
parks is needed. It is not clear yet whether the new access will be temporary or
permanent, if the latter it will probably form part of a one-way system. Usage of
the park is increasing all the time and parking is becoming a problem at peak
periods or when events are held.

Readers may also be interested to know that the Greensand Trust has just agreed
the purchase from a private owner of a further three plots in Kings Wood,
bringing the number of plots owned by them to fifteen. As with the existing plots,
these will be managed with as light a touch as possible, with intervention only
when necessary to encourage a diversity of ecology.

QUIZ TIME AGAIN!
Great Brickhill Gardeners Club

Monday 11 February

7.30 pm in the Cricket Club - £5 per person

After a brief lull, the GBGC Quizzes are back!  Not all questions are

about gardening, open to everyone, lots of raffle prizes, a chance to

catch up with all the village news, a Fish & Chip Supper (£7 - order

on the night), great fun and not at all competitive!! Bring a team or

make one up on the night.

Contact Rosemary Howell on Rosehowell50@hotmail.com



High Ash CE School

On behalf of High Ash CE School, we would like to wish all the Parish a Happy
New Year!  We had lovely Christingle Services at Church at the end of last year
where the children were able to celebrate and understand the symbolism of the
oranges and candles. They all performed brilliantly and had written some
heartfelt Christmas prayers. Thank you to parents and family members who came
to join us in Church. This year is the 50th Birthday of Christingle Services in the
UK so it was great to mark the occasion.

Curriculum news - we have had a busy start to the term and there has been much
excitement among all the year groups across the School as they have been
enjoying learning about their new topics for this term. 

Sporting news - some of our Year 3 and 4 children represented High Ash School
at a Basketball Festival at Sir Thomas Freemantle School on Tuesday 8 January.
We competed against 12 other local schools and came a very impressive 5th place!
Year 5 and 6 children will be competing at their Basketball Festival this week. 

Music news - our school choir will be representing High Ash at the national
Young Voices concert at the Resorts World Arena in Birmingham on 22 January.

Events coming up
Tuesday 15 January – Year 5/6 Basketball Festival at Sir Thomas Freemantle 
Friday 18 January – Star Assembly – all welcome!
Tuesday 22 January – Choir at Young Voices in Birmingham
Tuesday 5 February - Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.00pm
Thursday 7 February – Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.30pm

Tennis Club News

The Club’s AGM will be held in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 26 February starting
at 8:30pm.  All Members are welcome. The Club’s Team in the MK winter league
has so far won 3 and drawn 1 match with no losses and is in danger of being
promoted!  The Club is considering entering a second team next winter.

The Club is continuing to run winter coaching programmes.  There are 3 Junior
courses and 1 Adult course on a Friday evening from 4pm until 8pm.  The Junior
5-8 and 8-11 sessions, which are held in the Parish Hall over the winter, continue
to prosper and both are now fully subscribed. Further details on all the courses are
on the Club’s website.

For more information phone Pippa White 07773 357605 or David Bratt 07748
768281.  Please visit the Club website at:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/greatbrickhillTC for full course and club details.



Dave Reid
Property Repairs &
Alterations

Fully Qualified Carpenter

kitchen & bathroom upgrades

staircase conversions

replacement doors

general maintenance

small building work 

07939 146630
davereid935@btinternet.com

based in Soulbury

Indoor air gun range

Open 7 days, on-site shop

& guns for hire

All ages and abiliies 

welcome

www.aldersfarmgunrange.com

01525 261 713

Ivy Lane, Great Brickhill,

MK17 9AH

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Brush ‘n’ Vac

Friendly, Clean and

Efficient Service

Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592

Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk

Local & Established

Member of  NACS

Good Companions

In the past, the first meeting of the new year has always been very well attended ,
but not so this year.  Nevertheless, those of us who were there enjoyed catching up
on everyone’s news and putting the world to rights.  The Bring & Buy sale raised
just over £41, which in view of the number of members present, was very good.

We were sorry to hear that Tom Griffin, who had lived in the village for at least 45
years, had moved to Banbury to be nearer his family.  We will miss him at Good
Companions and hope he will be happy in his new surroundings.

We have two meetings in February, on the 6th and the 20th.  At the moment, no
speakers have been confirmed but we will contact you if there is any change.

As you will have gathered, we need to increase our membership so, if you are 50 or
over, why not join us at one of our meetings.  We hope that the programme for the
year will provide something to appeal to everyone. For further information please
ring Jean on 01525 261582.

Rotten Row

Date unknown



Great Brickhill Parish Council
Councillors:
Chair - Chris Leech 01525 261416
Vice-Chair - Barbara Wight 01525 261881
David Bratt 01525 261542
Ray Kettle 01525 261523
Kathryn Layland 01525 261028
Anthony Middleton 01525 261990
Wendy New 01525 261717
Clerk to the Council:   Karen Barker 01525 290458
karenlbarker@btinternet.com  All correspondence should be sent to the Parish
Clerk at 8 Bloomsbury Close, Woburn, Beds MK17 9QS. Our Bucks County
Councillor is Janet Blake - janetblake@buckscc.gov.uk -  01525 261288.

Short notes from GB Parish Council meeting on 8 January 2019:

1. Planning Applications:  
– 6 Pound Hill – change of external façade from brickwork to render, replace
side and rear elevation windows. Supports subject to approval from Heritage
Officer. 
2. VIC – agreed that drain pipes at the Green, Ivy Lane be replaced.
3. Drains, Cuff Lane – subcontractor will undertake reactive drainage clearance.
No date as yet.  Full drainage system will be investigated and cleaned top to bot-
tom.
4. Spinney – planning application to remove dead trees and trim oak tree sub-
mitted.
5. Parking, Cuff Lane – see full minutes for clarification of situation and possibil-
ity of a feasibility study.
6. Salt Bin, Parish Hall – sign required saying “Parish Hall use only – use at your
own risk”.
7. Overhanging Branches, John Horncapps Lane/Manor Hill – landowner to be
contacted re access.
8. Next meeting: 5 February 2019 at 7.30 pm.

Copy Write ”
B u s i n e s s  S e r v i c e s

Providing a professional and highly flexible range of services to the 
business sector and individuals:

� Marketing & advertising   � Social Media   
� Public relations  � Typing        

� Proof-reading   � Photocopying

Fully confidential service.  One-off projects or ongoing support.

T: 01525 261565   M: 07958 546284
info@copywriteservices .co .uk  www.copywriteservices .co .uk

Community Defibrillator Access
The village defibrillator is located in the porch of the Parish Hall.  To access

it you need a mobile phone and, if it's dark, a torch.  Use the mobile to
phone 999 or 112 and the operator will tell you exactly how to remove the

unit from its location, giving you a code to use.  

Please return the unit to its place in the Parish Hall as soon as possible so
that it can be replaced whilst the original is being serviced.



Table Tennis News

The Table Tennis Club continues to meet EVERY MONDAY from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
in the Parish Hall, adults of any standard are welcome. Just turn up, pay the £3 ses-
sion fee, and join in. No need to start at 6:00 pm or finish at 8:00 pm, please feel
free to arrive and leave whenever you can. The Club is making good use of the four
excellent tables we now own with 10 -14 regular players split roughly 60% men
and 40% women. We have plenty of bats for anyone who needs to borrow. What
else will you be doing on a cold, dark evening. 

The Club is still doing well in the Milton Keynes Table Tennis League. At the time
of writing 12 matches have been completed and the Team is still top of League 6
with 10 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss. We are considering entering a second team next
Autumn so any budding players should make themselves known!

If you have any questions then please drop an email to David Bratt at
brattdavid@aol.com or phone 01525 261542 or 07748 768281.

Great Brickhill Parish Hall

The Parish Hall AGM was due to held as this month’s Parish News went to press.
More news next month.

If you are looking for a venue to hold a party please explore the option of using the
Parish Hall. The hire rates are very reasonable especially for residents of Great
Brickhill.  And don’t forget the PH now has 10 round banqueting tables and new
chairs available if you need something more formal for a wedding anniversary or
significant birthday!

The Parish is continuing to provide a free advice service for residents.  Every
Tuesday from 2pm until 5pm Kate Green will be available in the Meeting Room of
the Parish Hall. No need for an appointment as drop-ins are welcome.  Kate is an
adviser for Citizens Advice Aylesbury Vale and is trained to give advice on money,
consumer affairs, family and legal rights.  Please ring 0344 4111 444 between
10:00am and 4:00pm (Mon-Fri) if you wish to book a formal appointment.

If you would like to book either the Main Hall or the Meeting Room, for a one-off
or a regular event, please contact Debbie Pincott on: 

Mobile: 07854 295690

Telephone: 01525 261637

email: debbiepincott@hotmail.co.uk



Local dog lovers’ solution to modern day loneliness

Volunteer dog cuddling is being offered by Barking Mad (Milton Keynes)
as an antidote to the problem of loneliness in modern society. For those
who are retired or work from home and are spending large chunks of time
alone, caring for a waggy-tailed companion on a temporary basis and
meeting other like-minded dog lovers could really help to overcome
feelings of isolation.

The perception of loneliness as mainly an issue for the older generation is
now proving inaccurate, as a study from the Office for National Statistics
suggests that young adults are more likely to feel lonely than older age
groups. Due to huge advances in technology, the number of freelancers and
remote workers is rising, with an article in Business Leader claiming that a
‘third of business owners think that workforce will work remotely by
2020.’

Sue Garrett of Barking Mad Milton Keynes said, “Whilst remote working
has obvious advantages, working alone under pressure and not having the
physical presence of a team to support you can lead to loneliness that can’t
be fixed by any kind of app. Caring for a friendly dog not only provides
canine cuddles (far better than any virtual hug) but also the motivation to
go and take a walk at lunchtime, increasing the likelihood of adhering to
New Year fitness resolutions.”

The community of Barking Mad host families mainly consists of active
retired people and those who either work from home or have extended
periods away from work. It offers the opportunity to care for dogs in your
own home, while their owners are away on holiday. Hosts experience all
the benefits of dog companionship without any of the emotional or
financial responsibilities of full-time pet ownership.

To find out more about becoming a Barking Mad host, you can call Sue
Garrett on 01908 410908 or visit:
https://www.barkingmad.uk.com/local/miltonkeynes

Barking Mad is part of the Franchise Brands plc group of companies and is
the UK’s favourite dog holiday company, as verified by TrustPilot. Contact
Barking Mad at www.barkingmad.uk.com to find your dog’s home from
home today.

ADVERTORIAL



Church News - February 2019 Church News & Activities

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES:
High Ash held their end of term School Christingle Services in the church on 17
December for the younger children and 18 December for the older children. Thank
you to Helen Ivory at The Old Red Lion for hosting The Nativity on Sunday 23
December. Thank you to all the children who took part and to Andrew and
Margretta Smith for providing the music. Thank you to all those who helped with
the preparation or took part in all the Christmas services and to those who
decorated the church so beautifully. The church was as usual full for the
traditional Christmas Eve Carol Service – thanks to organist, Jerry Breslin, the
choir for their wonderful singing and to all the readers. Holy Communion was
celebrated on Christmas morning. 

CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENTS:
Carol Singing around the village could only take place on Saturday 22 December
due to the poor weather the previous week. Thank you to the singers and
collectors, and to Karen and Lee Roff at the Cricket Club for the very welcome
refreshments. A total of £389 was raised towards general church funds. Our
Christmas Charity Appeal was for “Willen Hospice”.  From the collection at the
Charity Songs of Praise service on 18 November and later donations, a cheque for
£170 has been sent to the charity.


