PARISH OF GREAT BRICKHILL
Annual Meeting of the Parish – 7th May 2019 at 8pm
Agenda
1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 1st May 2018

3.

Matters Arising

4.

Chairman’s Report – Councillor Chris Leech

5.

County Councillors Report – County Councillor Janet Blake

6.

District Councillors Report – District Councillor Neil Blake

7.

Newsletter Report

8.

Police Report

9.

Charity Trustees Accounts to 31st December 2018 – Andrew Smith

10.

Village Improvements Committee Report – Councillor Chris Leech

11.

Parochial Church Council Report – Phillipa Cook

12.

Parish Hall Committee Report – Councillor David Bratt

13.

Tennis Club Report – Russell Dunn

14.

Cricket Club Report

15.

High Ash School Report

16.

Citizens Advice – Christina King

17.

Gardening Club Report – Councillor Barbara Wight

18.

Public Participation

Great Brickhill Parish Council
c/o Parish Clerk
8 Bloomsbury Close
Woburn
MK17 9QS
Parish Council Report May 2019
During the past year your Parish Council has had full compliment of members who have a diverse
range of abilities and backgrounds which is good to have for the efficient running of the Council
Tasks accomplished:
Provided a new lectern and frame for the sign at The Three Trees to replace the old wooden frame
which was well past its prime
Continued to support the Parish News with a small annual grant.
Continued to financially support The Youth Café which runs most Friday evenings throughout the
year in The Parish Hall.
Maintained a grass cutting contract for cutting parish owned land throughout the village
Identified various areas of land that were always thought of as parish land but were un-registered
and registering them with The Land Registry and thus protecting them for parish use into the future.
Continuing to work with Transport for Bucks to produce a traffic calming scheme for the village, an
extremely tortuous process, the first part of which may actually be in place in the next two months.
Investigate with the land owner about a permissive footpath through the land known as Pochards,
which would provide a link from Poors Acre to the bottom of Cuff Lane, an on-going task.
Instigated ideas to make The Parish Hall into and even better flexible space than it is at the moment,
this hall is a real asset to the community and we should be proud of it.
Conducted our annual the litter pick around the village in early March, some 40 plus bin bags of
litter were collected from the various verges and ditches around the village, many thanks to the
volunteers who gave up a Saturday morning to assist, in whatever way they could.
Best Kept Village, we scored very highly, and were highly commended scoring only 2 marks lower
than the winner in our category, particular note was made of Poors Acre and Fox hole being village
assets.

2018

We continue to monitor the encroachment of Milton Keynes on our boundaries with potential
developments at Lavante Gate, Eaton Leys, and the proposed Oxford-Cambridge Expressway which
would well cut through the outer fringes of the parish, and will input in the various consultations
accordingly and encourage, via The Parish News and our web site any villagers with views on these
issues to do likewise.

Chairman: Chris Leech | Vice-Chairman: Barbara Wight | Clerk to the Council: Karen Barker
Councillors: David Bratt | Ray Kettle | Kathryn Layland | Anthony Middleton | Wendy New

BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL Report 2019
Highways
TfB had £16.5m to deliver carriageway and footway maintenance
projects throughout 2018/19. In addition, a further £4.5m was invested in
works on the Stoke Hammond Bypass. A budget pot of £2.78m was
identified for machine laid plane and patch carriageway repairs, primarily
focused at the minor road (C and unclassified) network.
Reports of defects may be made online to TfB. Please go to
www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk
Unitary
Following the approval of a single council for Bucks last November,
plans are underway for the transition to the new council and how it will
be formed in April 2020.
The new council will replace the current five councils in Bucks Aylesbury Vale DC, Bucks CC, Chiltern DC, South Bucks DC and
Wycombe DC – it will be named ‘Buckinghamshire Council’, and
comprise 147 elected Members (three per current County Ward).
Elections for the new Council will take place in May 2020, then in May
2025 and every four years thereafter. Leadership to oversee the transition
to the new Council will be via a Shadow Executive of 8 District
Councillors, 8 County Councillors plus the Leader of the County Council
as its Chairman.
Household Recycling Centres
The main changes being introduced to achieve a costs saving of £1.25m
are:
Charges at all Bucks household recycling centres for anything classed as
non-household waste. This includes waste from construction, demolition,
renovation or alteration of homes and outbuildings, and rubble, soil and
treated wood from garden landscaping. All green garden waste will
continue to be accepted without payment. Charges are being phased in
from 1st April 2019.

Daily opening at Rabans Lane, Aylesbury, household recycling centre
was reduced from 1st April 2019 to five days a week from seven by
closing on Wednesday and Thursdays.
Oxford-Cambridge Expressway
Highways England has been engaging with parishes within the
Expressway corridor in and outside of Bucks to understand local thoughts
and issues. The information is being fed into route option development.
Bucks County Council is additionally working with Highways England as
the Expressway project progresses.
Highways England has a public facing website for the Expressway:
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/oxford-to-cambridge-expressway/
If you have any comments you’d like BCC to submit to Highways
England on your behalf please visit transportstrategy@buckscc.gov.uk

Brexit
The County Council’s Brexit work continues to accelerate in tandem with
government preparations in Whitehall, and the BCC Cabinet has
approved a Brexit Preparedness report summarising work to date and next
steps over the coming months. Please email Marco Dias
mdias@buckscc.gov.uk if you have any queries.

Simply Walk
The County Council has a ‘Simply Walk’ programme, offering more than
80 guided walks a week on routes across Bucks and catering for all
fitness levels. To find out more go to www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk
Celebrate in Bucks
Buckinghamshire Registration Service now offers a new 24/7 online
wedding service that allows couples to research venues, suppliers and
wedding planners. The service has been simplified into four special
packages starting from £210. Couples can choose between grand manor
houses, quirky museums, stylish hotels and even atmospheric caves in
which to marry. See www.weddings.buckscc.gov.uk
Cllr. Janet Blake

AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL Report 2019

Unitary
Following the approval of a single council for Buckinghamshire last November,
plans are underway for the transition to the new council and how it will be
formed in April 2020.
The new council will replace the current five councils in Bucks – AVDC, Bucks
CC, Chiltern DC, South Bucks DC and Wycombe DC – and will be named
‘Buckinghamshire Council’ comprising 147 elected Members (three per current
County Ward).
Elections for the new Council will take place in May 2020, then in May 2025
and every four years thereafter. Leadership to oversee the transition to the new
Council will be via a Shadow Executive of 8 District Councillors, 8 County
Councillors plus the Leader of the County Council as its Chairman.

Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan
AVDC is currently working on the independent Planning Inspector’s latest
communication about further changes to parts of the draft VALP which will
guide development up to 2033 – how much new housing will be needed in the
Vale, the best places for it and more detail on future infrastructure. The
Inspector will need to see any changes to the plan suggested by AVDC, and
there will be a six-week public consultation period on any changes before a
final plan can be approved and adopted for use.

Garden Town Update
The Masterplanners are now working on the Prospectus for the project that will
set out the vision and key principles through to 2050. If you’d like to share
your thoughts on the future of Aylesbury you can click and comment on the
interactive map on the website: aylesburygardentown.placious.uk/have-yoursay/

New Homes Bonus Project Grant Scheme

Parish or Town Councils that have a project can submit an application for
funding consideration – the closing date for grant applications is 14th July 2019.
For further information about the NHB Project Grant Scheme, and also the
NHB Micro Grant Scheme, please visit
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/newhomesbonus
Our Vale
Launched last summer, Our Vale is an online crowdfunding platform designed
to connect and empower local communities and help shape the Vale for the
better. There are currently four projects registered through Our Vale, each
looking to transform shared spaces, inspire visitors and enhance Aylesbury
Vale.
Find out more: spacehive.com/movement/our-vale
Vale Lottery
This continues to raise valuable funds for nearly 200 local good causes. Find
out more and sign up today: valelottery.co.uk
New Housing & Homelessness Strategy
The AVDC Housing and Homelessness Strategy 2019-2022 has been published
and is available at aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/housing-and-homelessness-strategy.
This sets out a collaborative approach to tackling homelessness across the Vale,
bringing together local authority partners, registered housing providers and
health organisations.
The action plan within the strategy will be updated quarterly and published on
the webpage.
Events
WhizzFizzFest, Aylesbury’s literary and arts festival, will be held on 22nd June
2019 (whizzfizzfest.org.uk) and the Waterside Festival will take place on 14 th
September 2019 (watersidefestival.org)

Great Brickhill Parish Council
c/o Parish Clerk
8 Bloomsbury Close
Woburn
MK17 9QS
Village Improvement Committee report, May 2019.
VIC continues to operate on a core of 3 persons, as we are not all available every week it limits the
amount of work around the village we can accomplish throughout the year.
Projects accomplished throughout the year include; - there are probably others I have forgotten
about.
Re-seated the bin at Poors Acre which had been hit by a vehicle and added two bollards to help
protect it in future
Cut back overhanging Holly and Laurel bushes which were overhanging the road and wall at the top
of Manor Hill opposite the Church – a project that took 3 weekends to accomplish
Rotavated and hand raked the area of Foxhole which was originally planted as a wild flower
meadow, but through neglect in previous years was now infested with nettles, brambles, thistles
and increasingly with bracken, a project that took a lot longer than anticipated, to remove the very
persistent nettle re-growth. This has now been reseeded with a mixed wildflower seed mixture and a
maintenance plan will be followed in future to help prevent future weed growth.
Planted 25 Scots pine saplings in The Spinney to replace the mature ones which are coming to the
end of their life and are starting to die. More will be planted this autumn.
General gutter clearance activities around the village, a perpetual problem, mostly what we pick up
are the results of horse droppings.
Trimmed and maintained the beech hedge on the left half way up Pound Hill, and hedges at Foxhole,
Poors Acre and The Cemetery
Maintained the two MVAS and moved them from place to place every 3 or 4 weeks.
Performed general maintenance tasks throughout the year at the two village pocket parks, Poors
Acre and Foxhole.
Dug out the old sign base at The Three Trees refurbished the sign and replaced it with the new
Metro-guard one, which should be maintenance free for many years to come.
Dug out and replaced the broken and blocked drain pipes that remove surface water from Ivy Lane
and drain onto The Green

2018

Volunteers welcome, we meet at about 9am at the shelter on Cross End most Saturdays throughout
the year.

Chairman: Chris Leech | Vice-Chairman: Barbara Wight | Clerk to the Council: Karen Barker
Councillors: David Bratt | Ray Kettle | Kathryn Layland | Anthony Middleton | Wendy New

Great Brickhill Annual Parish Meeting, Tuesday 7th May 2019
Parochial Church Council Report
As usual the timing of this Parish Annual Meeting comes very soon after the Annual Church
Meeting, which was held last week on 30th April.
The first part of that meeting commenced with the elections. Julia Turner was re-elected as
Church Warden. The Rector thanked Julia for all her help during the last twelve months and
for agreeing to continue in the role for another year.
Phillipa Cook, Mary Maley, Angela Northen, Margretta Smith and Joy Wilson continue as
members of the PCC. Jeremy Hopkinson will serve the third of his three-year term as Deanery
Synod Representative.
In presenting the Annual Report and Accounts for the year to 31st December 2018 the Treasurer
highlighted a few points:
(1). The Accounts are prepared on Receipts and Payments basis, which avoids the strict
regulations from the Charities Commission
(2). There was a deficit for the year of £708
(3). Total disbursements to charitable causes represent approximately 11% of Income Received
(4). The Parish Share is the annual amount payable to Oxford Diocese – this covers the cost of
clergy, housing and training. The payment due for 2018 was £25,615 (6.3% increase). Due to
the projected deficit for the year the Parish Share actually paid was £15,000 (only 59% of the
total amount due). The Parish Share for 2019 is £25,243 (slight reduction of 1.5%). It is unlikely
that the full amount will be paid due to the loss of benefactors whom we had relied upon to pay
the Share in the past. Great Brickhill’s Share seems very high compared to neighbouring
villages and the hope is that the amount can be lowered to a more realistic level.
(5). The daily running costs of the Church including the full amount of the Parish Share, are
currently in the region of £101 per day, excluding any major restoration costs.
There then followed a photographic review of all the events over the last twelve months,
approximately 100 photos taken mainly by David Marlow.
The Wardens’ report followed – Julia thanked:(1). All those who assist with the services:
- The Rector and all the visiting clergy and Jeremy Hopkinson, Valerie Kerr and Phillipa Cook
for leading our services
- Jerry Breslin (Organist and Choirmaster) and Susan Noon & Rosemary Howell for playing
the organ for us on occasions
- Andrew & Margretta Smith for playing the music at the Family Services
(2). Our Tower Captain, David Middleton, for looking after the tower and bells, and for
arranging the bell ringing at our Sunday services.
(3). All the volunteers who help with the daily running of the church. There are over 80 people
who help with various tasks around the church and churchyard.
The average weekly attendance on a normal Sunday is down to 19; this follows the national
trend. Attendance at special services was much higher. Two services were held away from the
church:- the May Family Service at Brickstock and The Nativity at The Old Red Lion, with
grateful thanks to the Cricket Club and Helen Ivory for allowing us to hold these services.
A service of particular note was the Remembrance Sunday Service when nearly 200 people
attended to commemorate 100 years since the Armistice Day in November 1918. There was a
display around the church of servicemen from Great Brickhill, the names of those who survived
the war and those who died during the conflict or shortly afterwards from their wounds. The
research was done by Tom Rolls and Edward Maley. A special poppy wreath was laid by
members of the Great Brickhill WI.

Five funerals were held during the year but there was only one wedding. There were five
services of baptism, four of which were held within the normal Sunday service.
High Ash School gathers four times throughout the year for worship in the church. When the
whole school attends the church is full to capacity. On some occasions there is a separate service
for the younger children and one for the older children. Valerie Kerr has been leading “Open
the Book” at High Ash, a project which offers primary school children an opportunity to hear
the major stories of the Bible in weekly assemblies.
The plaster was taken off the rear of the south wall to allow the wall to dry out. Pews were
taken out to allow the refreshment point to be moved to this area to the rear of the font, in order
to create a temporary gathering area. This has been well received.
Following the appointment of the new architect in January 2018, plans were drawn up for the
new facilities. These were approved in principle by the DAC (the Diocesan Advisory
Committee) and the formal planning application was submitted to AVDC in November.
The refreshment point will be housed in the area used for the temporary gathering area. There
will be no reduction in the overall seating capacity of the church as there will be sufficient
storage capacity for chairs. The toilet facility will be within a small extension through the west
door with a short link to the church.
The planning application has not yet been approved as various bodies such as Historic England
have to be consulted. When the application is approved detailed drawings will be produced and
the tendering process will take place. Only at this stage will there be a clear indication of the
cost of the work but it is hoped that a substantial portion of the cost will be covered by grants.
The P.C.C. believes that the plans provide for facilities that are both achievable and affordable
and will meet the needs of the church in the years ahead.
A series of fund-raising activities was held throughout the year, including the February
Snowdrop Walks, the Plant Fayre in April, a tombola and teas at Brickstock in May, regular
Ladies Who Lunch events and an Advent Coffee Morning in the church. Over a weekend in
July there was a photographic exhibition “Our Village Past and Present”, a display around the
church of scenes from around the village, through the ages. On the Sunday afternoon Jerry
Breslin and the Cryers Singers gave a performance of renaissance music, followed by cream
teas in the churchyard.
Already this year we have had two record breaking events, the most successful ever Snowdrop
Walks and Plant Fayre, with thanks to David and Sally Duncombe and John and Celia Hall.
There is a Fashion Show, in the Parish Hall, this Saturday 11th May – tickets are still available
for that. The re-scheduled “Sweet Music” Concert, organised by Butch Baker will be on
Saturday 12th October.
I will finish by echoing the comment made by Julia at the end of her report last week – we give
thanks for our lovely church as a place for worship, or quiet prayer or contemplation, but also
as somewhere to find friendship and support.
A copy of the full Annual Report for 2018 including the Accounts, can be downloaded from
the Benefice website:- www.brickhillschurches.org.uk. This report will also be posted on the
church website and a summary will be forwarded for inclusion in the June edition of the Parish
Newsletter.

Phillipa Cook
(Great Brickhill PCC Secretary)

Chairman’s Remarks to Parish Open Meeting - May 2019
The past year has been one of good progress in the smooth running of the Great
Brickhill Parish Hall. This has been enabled by the excellent co-operation and support
received from all Members of the Committee and particularly the work done by our
caretaker, Mark Coram. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mark for all his
efforts over the past 12 months.
Highlights of 2018.
Financial.
At the end of October 2018, our new financial year end, the accounts showed a bank
balance of just over £28,000. The surplus of income over expenditure for 2018 was just
under £8,000. All reserves will be used for future refurbishments.
The Parish Hall hire rates and hours of use, for all hirers, were reviewed during the year
and new hours and rates introduced on the 1st September 2018. The Hire agreement
was also updated.
The Parish Hall is owned by the Parish Council with the day-to-day running delegated to
this Committee. Financial responsibility for the long-term upkeep of the Hall is formally
with the Parish Council. Discussions about the future costs of refurbishments and
alterations to the Hall have been ongoing with the Parish Council over the past year and
I am pleased to confirm that the Parish Council established a ‘sinking fund’ which started
in April 2018. This fund was allocated £2,500 of village precept money in 2018/19 and
£3,300 in 2019/20. All monies are to be used for future projects and refurbishments.
Maintenance.
All the minor maintenance issues have been smoothly managed by our Caretaker, Mark.
Highlights include repairs to various doors, new outside power outlet fitted, new taps and
improvements to the toilets plus reorganisation of the sports storage and Little Ashes
storage. The new chairs and tables were also organised.
Projects.
The solar project has continued to be a success with the amount of power generated inline with the pre-installation projections. Ideas for improved utilisation of the power
generated will be considered in the future including the provision of battery storage and
electric car charging points.
The village now has access to the Aylesbury Advice Centre on a Tuesday afternoon and
Christina King will be speaking about this later.
The Parish Hall car park now has a recycling bank run by the Salvation Army and it has
been well used during its first couple of months. 99% of the donated clothes and shoes
by villagers are recycled so please use it.

The Parish Council applied for 3 grants to support the need for new tables and chairs
over the past year. A total of £2,600 was granted which enabled the purchase of 100
new chairs and 8 circular banqueting tables. These purchases were part of our longterm plan to improve the letting potential of the Parish Hall for future adult celebration
events such as silver and golden weddings and milestone birthdays!
Projects in 2019 have already started with the refurbishment of the Main Hall floor which
was completed at Easter. Replacement windows in the Main Hall are being planned and
we are starting the planning process and money raising needed for new toilets and
storage facilities to be added on the Western side of the Hall. We are also planning to
improve our presence on-line and are investigating the implementation of a new on-line
booking and invoicing system.
Lettings.
The Main Hall continues to be very well used during the working week with 70% of the
time available let to regular hirers. Little Ashes pre-school is our largest customer and
we continue to build the relationship between LAPS and the PHC.
As a result of a new agreement with Little Ashes the Meeting Room is now available for
hire every morning including term time. So, if you need a room for a new Club or interest
group then do please consider hiring this room. At only £5/hr for Great Brickhill residents
it represents excellent value for money.
The Committee continues to address the need to hire the Main Hall more frequently over
the weekend. A long-term restriction to hiring on Sunday mornings was lifted in 2017
and new hirers were attracted in 2018. New ideas are being investigated on how the
Hall can be made more attractive to potential weekend hirers.
Finally, I would like to thank all Members of the Parish Hall committee for their efforts
during 2018. In particular I would like to thank Margaret Morton, who retired as our
Treasurer at the last AGM, for her seven years of service.
Without willing volunteers this valued village facility would cease to function. During
2019 we look forward to continuing to improve all aspects of the running and
development of the Hall for the long-term benefit of Great Brickhill residents.
David Bratt
Chair Parish Hall Committee

GBTC Chairman’s Report - 2019 Parish Council
Overview of 2018
2018/19 was a very busy year in general with fantastic summer weather which meant lots of great
tennis. Of particular note has been the resurfacing project which was completed at the end of last
season and as a result we now have courts in fantastic condition for the coming years. Coaching
has continued to provide an important service to members and has been able to provide some
revenue for the club. The club has also fielded a range of teams in the MK Tennis League and has
had a good season with considerable success.
MK League.
Three Open teams, one Ladies and one mixed team were entered in the Summer 2018 MK league.
The Open C team continues to try hard in Division 6 and next season the B team will be joining
them following a disappointing 2018 which ended in relegation.
The new Mixed team finished mid table in Division 4. A creditable result which offered good match
practice for several players.
The Ladies did well finishing mid-table in Division 2 following their promotion in 2017. Helen
Howard continued to lead the Team with her individual record topping the player’s table by winning
21 sets out of the 24 she played. In the Cup the Ladies lost just 3-5 in the semi-finals to the
eventual winners Stony Stratford ‘A’.
The Open ‘A’ team had an excellent year winning Division 5 and therefore being promoted for
2019. The Team won 4 and drew 2 matches so were undefeated during the season. Of special
note is that Matt Bratt played in all six matches and won 23 out of the 24 sets he played. In the
Division 5 & 6 Cup the ‘A’ team were again victorious beating Wolverton ‘B’ in the final. The result
was 4 sets all but we managed to win 44 games against the 42 games won by Wolverton. Close
call.
The Club again entered a Team in the Winter League during 2018/19 in Division 4 out of 6. The
team recently beat Stony Stratford in the final match of the season to clinch the top spot in the
league. Both of these teams achieved promotion to Division 3 for the 2019/20 season.
This coming Summer we have added a second Ladies Team. There will therefore be a total of six
Summer Teams in the MK League. We are proud that a small village Club is managing to field SIX
teams in the MK summer league. We are probably the only club with just 2 courts, that manages
this in the MK area.
I’d like to thanks to all the Captains who ran their Teams in 2018 and especially to Helen
who ran the new Mixed Team as well as the Ladies ‘A’ team.
Open A team.
Open B team.
Open C team.
Ladies A & Mixed.
Ladies B team

Andy Howell – now Russell Dunn
James Hu.
Leon Hargreaves.
Helen Howard.
Sue Robson

Coaching.
In 2017 we appointed Ross Neary as the Club’s Head Coach. Ross continues to be very well
received and will be the Club’s Head Coach in 2019. The Committee would like to take this
opportunity to thank Ross for an excellent second year.
For 2019 there will now be 5 hours of Junior and Adult coaching on a Friday evening as an extra
Junior course has been added after the Easter break. Coaching for the Club’s Team Members on a
Tuesday and Cardio tennis on a Wednesday morning will continue provided there continues to be
sufficient support.
The grants from the Bucks LTA and Postcode Lottery Funding which helped to fund both the
Cardio and Tennis Xpress programmes have now been spent.
Website.
The website has now been running for 3 years and continues to be a great success in easing the
administrative burden and promoting the Club.
2018 Accounts.
Thanks to Helen Howard for again auditing the club’s accounts for 2018.
Association Fees.
The Tennis Club has agreed to continue to pay the Cricket Club an association fee so that all
Tennis Club Members will be automatically enrolled as Social Members of the Cricket Club. The
Club will also continue to be affiliated with the LTA and benefit from their insurance cover and
allocation of Wimbledon tickets.
Membership Fees for the 2019 season.
A survey was carried out in late 2018 to check the price of membership at other local Clubs and the
results discussed at a sub-committee in January. The subcommittee proposed that, following no
change in 2017 and 2018 their recommendation to the AGM is that there should be a small price
increase for 2019 to adjust for inflation.
The proposed fees for 2019 are therefore:
Category

Family
Couple
Adult
Junior

Normal Fee

£150
£130
£70
£20

Supplementary Fee if paid
after
May 1st 2018
£10
£10
£5
£0

Committee Members.
Both the Chairman David Bratt and Match Secretary, Andy Howell decided to stand down after 20and 40-years service respectively!
Russell Dunn has taken up the Chairman role while Helen Howard, and James Byles have
joined the committee.
Roles on Committee (see website for more details)
Chairman, website and safeguarding
Treasurer, facilities & website
Secretary
Marketing & social media
Membership Secretary & LTA liaison
Coaching liaison
Club mornings, team & tournaments
Tournament Winners 2018
Kay Lewry
Matt Bratt
Open Singles
Open
Doubles

Matt and David Bratt

Russell Dunn
Paul Murray
Celia Hall
Pippa White
James Hu
James Byles
Helen Howard

Phil Cuff
Helen Howard & Russell Dunn

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the Committee who work hard
to maintain and improve the Club on the Member’s behalf.
I’d like to finish by recognising the contribution of the two long-standing committee
members Andy Howell and David Bratt who have now stood down.
Andy has been an active contributing member of the committee for some 40 years, running
the teams and tournaments and helping in any way he can to support the club.
David has played a hugely important role as Chairman over some 20 years or so to build the
club into what it is today. Very successful in terms of membership, team performance and
coaching, with fantastic facilities to play on and in a robust financial position due to his
astute governance of finances and tireless efforts to gain support from funding bodies.
Both Dave and Andy will continue to play and support the club as valued members.

GBTTC Chairman’s Report to Open Parish Council Meeting - 7th May 2019
History
The Table Tennis Club started unofficially in January 2016. Just before Christmas 2015
the Tennis Club successfully applied for a grant from Aylesbury Vale and we purchased
our first 2 modern tables. The Club met informally during 2016 and 17 and during 2017
a 3rd table was purchased, again with the help of an Aylesbury Vale grant. Junior and
adult coaching also started in 2017 and we had 12 or so Juniors and over 15 Adults join
the coaching sessions. In early 2018 the official Table Tennis Club was constituted and
bought a fourth table last summer – again with Aylesbury Vale’s help!
League
As the Club was now ‘official’ we were able to apply to enter the Milton Keynes Table
Tennis League starting in September 2018. There are 66 teams from 14 Clubs playing
locally and we entered Division 6. There were 18 matches to play in total as you play
home and away against 9 other teams. The Club had a great first season winning 16,
drawing 1 and losing just 1 match. The Club finished top of the league and will be
promoted for next season. Not only did the Club do well but at the end of the season the
MK League organises a competition for the best 8 players from each Division. After the
preliminary round robin matches, we had 3 out of 4 semi-finalists and the eventual
winner Brian Huang from Great Brickhill TT Club was duly crowned Champion.
Future
The Club meets on a Monday throughout the year except for a break during July and
August. We have a regular attendance of 10-12 players who all enjoy playing social
table tennis. Our home matches are played on a Wednesday and we are hoping to
enter a second team in the MK League for September 2019. The first AGM for the new
Club will be held in early June where we will review the past and make new plans. We
are confident that the Table Tennis Club will continue to flourish.

GREAT BRICKHILL GARDENING CLUB
Notes for Annual Parish Meeting, 7 May 2019

The Gardening Club was set up in October 2017 and in its first year it has gone from strength to
strength. By the end of 2018 the Club had accrued 98 members, had held three popular quiz nights,
two open garden events and a cheese and wine evening at Ivan’s polytunnels, culminating with the
very successful Village Show in September which raised over £1,000 allowing the Club to make a
generous donation to two local charities, Good Companions and Little Ashes Pre-School. In
November we were treated to an excellent demonstration by a local florist of how to make our own
stunning Christmas table decorations.
Since the beginning of this year our members have been entertained and informed by more
excellent speakers and in March the Club was responsible for organising the very first Local Produce
Market held in the grounds of the Old Red Lion pub which was well-supported and may well become
an annual event.
Last weekend we were invited to a tour of Rushmere Nurseries, the family-run wholesale nursery on
Bragenham Lane, which was really interesting, and culminated in tea and cake and the chance to buy
some bargain bedding plants! Later in the summer we will again be enjoying a couple of (members
only) open garden events in the village.
The Club is busy planning the next Great Brickhill Village Show which will take place on Saturday 14
September and which, we hope, will be even more successful than last year’s.

